xxxii      John Bull's Other Island

would not Voltaire in that case have been the meanest of
traitors and self-seekers if he had played the game of Eng-
land by joining in its campaign against his own and his
country's Church ? The energy he threw into the defence
of Galas and Sirven would have been thrown into the
defence of the Frenchmen whom the English would have
called " rebels " ; and he would have been forced to iden-
tify the cause of freedom and democracy with the cause of
'''I'infame." The French revolution would have been a
revolution against England and English rule instead of
against aristocracy and ecclesiasticism; and all the intel-
lectual and spiritual forces in France, from Turgot to De
Tocqueville, xvould have been burnt up in mere anti-
Anglicism and nationalist dithyrambs instead of contributing
to political science and broadening the thought of the world.
What would have happened in France is what has hap-
pened in Ireland; and that is why it is only the small-
minded Irish, incapable of conceiving what religious free-
dom means to a country, who do not loathe English rule.
For in Ireland England is nothing but the Pope's police-
man. She imagines she is holding the Vatican cardinals
at bay when she is really strangling the Voltaires, the Foxes
and Penns, the Cliffords, Hortons, Campbells, Walters, and
Silvester Homes, who are to be found among the Roman
Catholic laity as plentifully as among the Anglican Catholic
laity in England. She gets nothing out of Ireland but in-
finite trouble, infinite confusion and hindrance in her own
legislation, a hatred that circulates through the whole world
and poisons it against her, a reproach that makes her pro-
fessions of sympathy with Finland and Macedonia ridiculous
and hypocritical, whilst the priest takes all the spoils, in
money, in power, in pride, and in popularity.

Ireland's Real Grievance.

But it is not the spoils that matter.    It is the waste,
the sterilization, the  perversion of fruitful  brain  power